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BIG GAME, BIG BUCKS: 
THE ALARMING GROWTH OF THE AMERICAN TROPHY HUNTING INDUSTRY 
Abstract: The trophy hunting of exotic animals by American big game hunters 
is increasing at an alarming rate. Over 45,000 foreign animals were killed and 
imported to the U.S. by American trophy hunters in 1993, a 71% increase in 
only a four-year period. Among the imported trophies are thousands of 
threatened and endangered species, as well as species listed under CITES. 
The number of endangered and threatened species killed and imported by 
American trophy hunters increased by 83% in the same period. Three factors 
have contributed to the rising numbers of animals killed and imported by 
American trophy hunters: 1) The U.S. government's leniency toward trophy 
hunting, which has led to increased trophy imports and even subsidies of 
trophy hunting; 2) aggressive promotion of trophy hunting by organizations to 
cash-poor African nations who are anxious to sell their wildlife to trophy hunters, 
regardless of the effect on wildlife populations; 3) the ascension of several 
trophy hunting advocates to positions of major power in the Congress. 
·· · 
Americans who trophy hunt foreign animals are very wealthy, spending literally 
millions of dollars killing foreign animals, with very little of this money going to 
local communities. Competitions, sponsored by elitist trophy hunting 
organizations, provide incentive for killing more animals, while feeding the multi­
billion dollar industry. Trophy hunting advocates are now attempting to gut the 
Endangered Species Act and to slacken restrictions on the importation of sport­
hunted trophies. This report paints a picture of an industry that is out of control 
and is threatening the survival of wildlife populations around the globe. The 
major findings of this report are as follows: 
■ 46,582 animals, representing over 250 species, were killed by American 
trophy hunters and imported to the U.S. in 1993, an increase of 71% 
since 1990. 
■ 1322 animals, representing 40 endangered or threatened species under 
the ESA, were killed by American trophy hunters and imported to the U.S. 
in 1993, an increase of 83.6% since 1990. 
■ 17,953 animals, representing over 110 species of animals listed on the 
CITES Appendices, were killed by American trophy hunters and imported 
to the U.S. in 1993, a seven-fold increase since 1990. 
■ Exemptions in the ESA, and interpretations of the ESA by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (Service), have eased the importation to the U.S. of 
trophies of endangered and threatened species. 
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■ Claims that trophy hunting enhances the survival of species are 
unproven, at best. 
■ CAMPFIRE and ADMADE, programs in Zimbabwe and Zambia, 
respectively, that are based on local people selling wildlife to trophy 
hunters, benefit far Jess from trophy hunting than they have from U.S. 
taxpayers, who have unknowingly subsidized these programs for $2 
million a year over the last six years. 
■ American hunters routinely spend between $35,000 and $60,000 on 
single trophy hunting expeditions, most of which goes to hunting 
outfitters based in the U.S. or other developed nations, not to indigenous 
people who live in the vicinity of where the animal was killed or to foreign 
governments for support of programs that enhance the conservation of 
the species. 
■ SCI is at the hub of the multimillion dollar safari hunting industry, lining 
up wealthy trophy hunting clients with hunting outfitters and other 
elements of the industry. 
■ SC/'s award competitions provide incentive for hunters to kill more 
animals -- to win the highest award a hunter would have to kill at least 
322 animals -- which, in turn, provides financial benefits to the trophy 
hunting industry. 
■ SC/'s award competitions may have the effect of inducing hunters to 
pursue unethical hunting practices and illegal activities. 
2 
Introduction 
11At my shot, the lion roars, drops and flops around while trying to get up. It 
suddenly collapses when van Aswegen [the 11professional hunter"] shoots while I 
am reloading. It is on its side almost in the exact spot in which it was standing 
when I shot, but now is facing the opposite direction. My bullet has smashed 
its shoulder, blowing away the top part of its heart and destroying a lung. Van 
Aswegen's bullet has broken the spine. He and I circle the lion, then I put two 
more bullets through its backbone and into the lungs from behind and above .... 
Its boiled-out skull should rank very high in the SCI [Safari Club International, a 
trophy hunting advocacy organization] Record Book of Trophy Animals." 1 
It is a scene repeated a hundred times a day, in countries all around the world. An 
American thrill-seeker, driven and supplied by a lucrative and growing safari hunting 
industry, kills an animal for fun and competition. 
American trophy hunters kill tens of thousands of animals in foreign countries 
annually, including hundreds of rare, endangered, and threatened animals. Foreign 
governments encourage trophy hunters to kill wildlife because they stand to gain 
financially from the activity, even though in most cases, they do not know the effect of 
trophy hunting on their animal populations. The U.S. government has grown 
increasingly lenient in allowing American trophy hunters to import their foreign trophy 
animals, even endangered species. And now, the U.S. Congress is considering 
weakening the Endangered Species Act (ESA), further diminishing protection for 
foreign endangered and threatened species from trophy hunters. Trophy hunting has 
already caused the decline and near extinction of a number of now endangered and 
threatened animal species, including the spectacled bear, tiger, jaguar, and sable 
antelope, and continues to threaten such species. If current policies persist, or are 
made worse, the list of imperiled or doomed species is likely to expand. 
This report will illustrate the reasons that The Humane Society of the United States 
and Humane Society International (HSUS/HSI) have become increasingly concerned 
about the growth of the safari industry and its effect on animal populations around the 
world. By one estimate, Americans comprise 75% of all foreign trophy hunters in 
Africa.2 
This report examines recent trends in the importation to the U.S. of animal trophies by 
Americans, current U.S. and international law governing the import of and trade in 
animal trophies and how these laws are implemented, the safari industry, the leading 
trophy hunting organization, unethical and illegal actions by American trophy hunters, 
the supposed conservation benefits and demonstrable conservation problems caused 
by trophy hunting, and the related challenges facing the 104th Congress. 
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Importation to the U.S. of Sport Hunted Animal Trophies, 1990-1993 
The HSUS/HSI analyzed raw data obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
LEMIS Import/Export System to determine the number, species, and origin of trophies 
imported to the United States from 1990 through 1993.3 Over 53,000 shipments were 
analyzed, many containing more than one animal. The results of the analysis are 
presented in Tables 1 through 13. 
The number of animals killed by Americans who imported them as trophies increased 
from 27,205 in 1990 to 46,582 in 1993 -- an astounding 71% increase in only four 
years (Table 1 ). 
More than 250 different species of animals were imported as trophies during the four 
years. The following species were among the top ten animals killed and imported by 
American trophy hunters in all four years: impala (Aepyceros melampus), American 
black bears (Ursus americanus), warthogs (Phacochoerus aethiopicus) , greater kudu 
(Tragelaphus strepsiceros), and common zebra (Equus burchelli). Other animals 
among the top ten in particular years include crested porcupines (Hystrix cristata), 
ostrich (Struthio camelus), sable antelope (Hippotragus niqer), eland (Taurotragus 
oryx), African buffalo (Syncerus caffer), springbok (Antidorcas marsupialis), gemsbok 
(Qw qazella), and mongoose (lchneumia spp.). Other trophy-hunted animals 
included African lions (Panthera leo), giraffes (Giraffa camelopardalis), rhinoceros 
(Ceratotherium simmum), and baboons (Papio ursinus} (Tables 2-5). Most of the 
animals were killed in the African nations of Zimbabwe, South Africa, Tanzania, 
Botswana, Zambia, and Namibia. But black bears killed in Canada ranked high 
among the trophies imported to the U.S. 
During the four years for which we have data, the vast majority of animals imported to 
the U.S. as trophies were mammals (between 76% and 91%). Birds (between 2% 
and 18%} and fish (between 1.4% and 5.2%} were killed and imported far less often. 
It is important to note that, during the four years, 21,265 mammals were imported to 
the U.S. as trophies, but were not identified as to species. While some of these were 
confiscated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), the vast majority were 
cleared for importation. 
Over 40 species of animals classified as endangered or threatened under the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act were among the trophies imported to the U.S. between 1990 
and 1993 (Tables 6-9). In 1993, 1322 animal trophies of endangered and threatened 
species were imported (Table 1). This represents an astounding 83.6% increase in 
number of imports over 1990 figures. 
The following were among the endangered and threatened species imported to the 
U.S. as trophies in each of the four years (the symbol 11E11 means the species is 
endangered, 11T11 means threatened): Banteng (Bos javanicus)(E), bontebok 
(Damaliscus dorcas dorcas)(E), western giant eland (Taurotragus derbianus 
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derbianus) (E), African elephant (Loxodonta africana)(T}, Pyrenean ibex (Capra 
pyrenaica pyrenaica)(E), lechwe (Kobus leche}(T}, leopard (Panthera pardus)(E and 
T}4, Arabian tahr (Hemitragus jayakari}(E}, Hartmann's mountain zebra (Eguus zebra 
hartmannae)(T}, and Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus)( E and T}. Other endangered 
and threatened species that were imported during the four year period included: argali 
(Ovis ammon)(T}, gelada baboon (Theropithecus gelada)(T}, giant sable antelope 
(Hippotragus niger variani)(E}, aye-aye (Daubentonia madagascariensis) (E), woodland 
caribou (Rangifer tarandus caribou)(E), Apennine chamois (Rupicapra rupicapra 
ornata)(E), Malabar large-spotted civet (Viverra megaspila civettina)(E), Philippine deer 
(Axis porcinus calamianensis)(E), Corsican red deer (Cervus elaphus corsicanus)(E), 
Formosan sika deer (Cervus nippon taiouanus)(E), McNeill's deer (Cervus elaphus 
macneilli)(E), North China sika deer (Cervus nippon mandarinus)(E), Persian fallow 
deer (Dama dama mesopotamica) (E), Shansi sika deer (Cervus nippon 
grassianus)(E), Arabian gazelle (Gazella gazella)(E), sand gazelle (Gazella 
subgutturosa marica)(E), Swayne's hartebeest (Alcelaph us buselaphus swaynei)(E), 
Tora hartebeest (Alcelaphus buselaphus tora)(E), Barbary hyena (Hyaena nyaena 
barbara)(E), Brown hyena (Hyaena brunnea)(E), black-faced impala (Aepyceros 
melampus petersi)(E), Eastern grey kangaroo (Macropus giganteus}(T}, Red kangaroo 
(Macropus rufus)(T), Asiatic lion (Panthera leo persica)(E), straight-horned markhor 
(Capra falconeri jerdoni)(E), serow (Capricornis sumatraensis)(E), Zanzibar suni 
(Neotragus moschatus moschatus)(E), red wolf (Canis rufus)(E), Cape mountain zebra 
(Eguus zebra zebra)(E), and saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus)(E). 
Over 95% of endangered and threatened animals imported as trophies between 1990 
and 1993 were mammals. Reptiles comprised between 2%-4% of the remaining 
endangered and threatened species trophy imports. Most of the endangered and 
threatened species killed and imported to the U.S. as trophies originated in the 
southern African nations of Zimbabwe, Botswana, Tanzania, S. Africa, Zambia, and 
Namibia. 
Over 110 species of animals that are protected by the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) were among the 
trophy animals imported to the U.S. between 1990-1993 (Tables 10-13). In 1993, 
17,953 animals representing CITES species were imported as trophies (Table 1). This 
represents an incredible 674% (nearly seven-fold) increase over 1990 figures. 
The following were among the top fifteen CITES-protected species imported to the 
U.S. as trophies in each of the four years (the symbol "I" means CITES Appendix I, 
"II" means CITES Appendix 11, "Ill" means CITES Appendix Ill): African lion (II), 
leopard (I), chacma baboon (11), lechwe (II), sassaby antelope (Dana lunatus) (III), 
brown bear (Ursus arctos)(I and II), gray wolf (Canis lupus)(! and II), African elephant 
(1), hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius)(II), and argali (I and II). Other CITES­
listed species that were among the top fifteen species imported as trophies during one 
or more of the four years: green vervet monkey (Cercopithecus aethiops)(II), roan 
antelope (Hippotragus eguinus) (lt), Hartmann's mountain zebra (11), sitatunga antelope 
(Tragelaphus spekei)(III), blue duiker (Cephalophus monticola)(II), crested porcupine 
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(Ill), American black bear (II), bontebok (11), Warren's girdled lizard (Cordylus spp)(II), 
and red tegu (Tupinambis rufescens (II). 
Over 97% of CITES-listed species that were imported to the U.S. as trophies between 
1990-1993 were mammals. CITES-listed species of birds and reptiles each comprised 
between 1-2% of trophy imports each year. Most of the CITES-listed species 
imported as trophies originated in Botswana, Tanzania, South Africa, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Namibia, and Canada. 
During the four year period, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service did not clear over 7,000 
trophy animals for importation into the country (Table 1 ). Many trophies were seized, 
re-exported, or abandoned, including African elephants, black-faced impalas, green 
sea turtles, leopards, ocelots, leopard cats, margay cats, musk deer, douc langur, 
tiger, grizzly bear, grey wolf, chacma baboon, green vervet monkey, roan antelope, 
western puma, and African lion (Tables 2-13). 
During the four-year period, 20 species that are protected by the ESA but not by 
CITES, were imported to the U.S. These include the banteng, woodland caribou, 
Philippine deer, Corsican red deer, Formosan sika deer, McNeill's deer, North China 
sika deer, Shansi sika deer, western giant eland, Arabian gazelle, sand gazelle, Tora 
hartebeest, Barbary hyena, Pyrenean ibex, black-faced impala, eastern gray kangaroo, 
red kangaroo, Zanzibar suni, Arabian tahr, and red wolf. Many other species and 
populations of species that are desired as trophies, such as cheetah and certain 
populations of argali sheep, are protected by the ESA, but not by CITES. The ESA is 
the only law protecting these species and populations from American trophy hunters. 
Trophy Imports and the Law 
Two important laws, one domestic and one international, govern the import of trophies 
into the U.S.: the U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA} and an international treaty 
known as the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES}. Both ESA and CITES have been in existence since the early 
1970s. In the U.S., CITES is implemented through the ESA. 
The ESA allows importation of endangered and threatened species only for scientific 
research or enhancement of propagation or survival of the species. However, the 
Service has broadly interpreted the term 11enhancement11 to include a variety of trophy 
hunting activities. 
For example, the Service has decided that "enhancement of propagation or survival" 
of wildlife held in "captivity" includes so-called "culling" of captive populations. What 
this means in practical terms is that if an endangered or threatened species is held on 
a 11ranch,11 then American hunters can kill (or 11cull11) the endangered or threatened 
species on the ranch and import the trophy. In general, the trophy hunter would have 
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to receive permission from the Service before they would be allowed to import a 
trophy of an endangered or threatened species killed in captivity. 
This interpretation of the ESA is used very frequently to justify the importation of 
trophies of endangered and threatened species. For example, the African antelope 
known as a bontebok, is highly endangered (only about 1,000 exist in the wild). 
However, the species is also extensively raised in captive herds on game ranches in 
South Africa. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service5, the reason that they 
allow bontebok trophies to be imported to the U.S. is that the South African 
Department of Nature and Environmental Conservation "strictly enforces a 
management plan for the survival and enhancement of the species and has concluded 
that properly controlled culling of excess animals from captive herds will ultimately 
benefit the herd ... In addition, it is felt that the management program provides an 
incentive to ranchers and other private landowners, not only to tolerate, but to 
maintain bontebok herds and habitat." In 1993, 100 bontebok trophies were imported 
by Americans who killed these relatively tame animals on South African game ranches 
that have met the Service's approval. 
The Service has also adopted a broad interpretation of what activities enhance the 
survival of a species. For example, the Service allows American trophy hunters to 
import African elephant trophies because a country of origin, Tanzania for example, 
states that some of the money the country earns from trophy hunting is used for anti­
poaching activities. However, it is important to note that the Service does not require 
proof that money that a country earns from trophy fees actually enhances the survival 
of the species. While there is little doubt that foreign governments earn money by 
selling endangered and threatened animals to American trophy hunters, there is little 
to no proof that this money actually enhances the survival of the species. 
In addition to Service interpretations of the ESA language that benefit trophy hunters, 
the ESA itself contains language that eases the importation of trophies of endangered 
and threatened species. 
For example, the ESA does not protect hybrids of endangered and threatened 
species. Such hybrids may be imported as trophies without obtaining a permit to do 
so from the Service. Thus, the Service considers banteng killed in Australia to be 
feral descendants of hybrids between banteng, an endangered bovine animal 
indigenous to Asia, and domestic cattle. The Service, therefore, does not require an 
import permit for banteng killed and imported from Australia.6 
Also, under ESA section 9(c)(2), trophy hunters may import any threatened species 
that is also listed on CITES Appendix II -- such as gelada baboons, Nile crocodiles 
from eleven countries, and Hartmann's mountain zebras -- without obtaining 
permission from the Service. The ESA states, in section 9(c)(2) that such imports are 
assumed to be in compliance with the ESA because a CITES export perm it is required 
from the country of origin, but the failure of exporting countries to adequately meet the 
export requirements is well-known. Most countries issue CITES export permits without 
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making any determination that the exportation of the animal will not cause harm to 
wild populations, as is required by CITES. 
Presumably due to serious pressure from trophy-hunting advocacy organizations, the 
Clinton Administration, like previous administrations, supports trophy hunting and has 
often made special exemptions for trophy hunters to kill endangered species. In 
November 1994, Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt opined to a crowd gathered at 
the CITES conference that trophy hunting in Africa provides a valuable source of 
income and instills a sense of conservation awareness in local communities. Three 
months later, he supported the auctioning of two permits to import sport-hunted argali 
sheep in Kyrgystan -- a highly endangered species in that country -- that had been 
granted to a pro-safari-hunting organization called Safari Club International (SCI). 
Babbitt stated, "These auctions promise much needed hard currency benefits to argali 
habitat and enlist area resident in on-the-ground efforts to conserve the species. 117 We 
have yet to see the proof that the money earned from the auction sale has been used 
to provide any tangible benefit to argali in that country. 
The Administration's attitude toward trophy hunting is also evident in recent decisions 
pertaining to the hunting of African elephants, a threatened species. Earlier this 
decade, trophy hunted elephants could only be imported to the U.S. from two 
countries (Zimbabwe and South Africa); now they can be imported from six (add 
Tanzania, Namibia, Cameroon, and Zambia) and the number of countries may be 
increasing. Botswana has announced that it will allow trophy hunting of elephants to 
resume, after more than a decade of safety. Kenya, is also considering opening up 
trophy hunting of elephants and other animals, after a 20-year ban on such activities. 
Although the Service continues to allow the import of elephant trophies from more and 
more countries based on promises that the money generated from trophy hunting 
benefits the species, very little evidence supports this contention. 
In fact, it is easy for trophy hunters to get permits to kill and import trophies of 
endangered and threatened species. The permits, which cost only $25, are handed 
out like common hunting permits for white-tailed deer or ducks in the U.S., many 
within a week after the application is received. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
assumes that not all permits are going to be filled, arguing that just having the permit 
is enough for many people, and that many people get the permit thinking that they will 
book a safari, but are for one reason or another unable to follow through. 
Another recent example of the Service's leniency toward trophy hunting, even in the 
face of evidence of harm caused by the activity, and irregularities involved, occurred in 
October 1994 when American hunter Darrel Mitchell, an executive from West 
Springfield, Massachusetts, killed an elephant in Tanzania near the border with Kenya. 
This area is technically off-limits to hunters, according to a 1988 agreement between 
the two countries: Tanzania violated the spirit of the agreement by permitting hunts to 
occur there. The elephant turned out to be 47 year old "RBG", a bull elephant who 
had been studied for eighteen years by biologists in Kenya (where hunting is banned) 
and who had been accustomed to close approach by humans. RBG had crossed over 
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into Tanzania from Amboseli National Park in Kenya, and Mitchell, apprised of the big 
bull's vulnerable location, killed him. Bulls with big tusks, like RBG, were almost all 
exterminated during the days of the international ivory trade, which was severely 
curtailed through international action in 1989. When bulls like RBG become suddenly 
available to hunters, the word spreads quickly. According to Tanzanian government 
documents and elephant researchers, Mitchell killed the elephant before he applied for 
a U.S. permit to import his trophy from Tanzania. Killing an elephant without first 
obtaining a U.S. import permit is normally a violation of Tanzanian hunting regulations. 
Yet, in only three working days, Mitchell obtained a permit from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to import his trophy, some twelve days after RBG was killed. It was 
also discovered that Tanzania had not conducted a survey of the elephant populat ion 
in the area where RBG was killed in over fifteen years. In the wake of this scandal, 
The HSUS was able to stop the Service from issuing permits to import elephant 
trophies from Tanzania for a five-month period. However, the SCI lobbied the Service 
to resume imports and the Service capitulated in May. Now, almost fifty people have 
received permission from the Service to import elephant trophies from Tanzania. 
CITES governs the international commercial trade in species that are listed on its 
Appendices. Species listed on CITES Appendix I are considered threatened with 
extinction, and either are or may be affected by trade. Appendix I species are banned 
from international commercial trade. Species listed on CITES Appendix II are those 
that are not necessarily now threatened with extinction but may become so unless 
trade is subject to strict regulation to avoid utilization incompatible with their survival. 
International commercial trade in Appendix II species is allowed, but is supposed to be 
regulated. Exporting countries are allowed to issue CITES Appendix II export permits 
only when they have determined that the export will not be detrimental to the species. 
Species listed on CITES Appendix 111 are those identified by any Party as needing 
cooperation of other Parties in control of its trade. 
Species that are threatened under the ESA and on CITES Appendix II do not require 
an import permit, as stated in ESA Section 9(c)(2}, but do require the CITES export 
permit from the country of origin. However, if the species is endangered under the 
ESA, the import requires a permit from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issued in 
accordance with the provisions of the ESA, and a CITES export permit from the 
country of origin. Species on Appendix Ill require the Party that requested the 
Appendix Ill listing to issue a CITES export permit; other Parties must issue only a 
certificate of origin .. 
Trophies of species that are included on CITES Appendix I may be imported to the 
U.S. only after the U.S. has issued a CITES import permit and the country of origin 
has issued a CITES export permit. To issue a CITES import permit, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service must determine that the import will be for purposes that are not 




The Trophy Hunting Industry 
Trophy hunting is a huge international industry, worth many billions of dollars annually. 
The industry is worth $20 million in Tanzania alone. 8 There are magazines that 
describe hunting adventures. There are companies, called 11outfitters", that organize 
hunts for clients. There are manufacturers of guns, bows and arrows, safari clothing. 
There are taxidermists, shipping companies, airlines and companies that specialize in 
insuring trophies against fire and theft. 
It is not cheap to engage in the hobby of killing foreign animals, but many of the 
clients of the trophy hunting industry are wealthy, and they can afford it. Reportedly, 
55% of the members of the elitist trophy hunting organization, Safari Club 
International, have incomes exceeding $100,000 per year.9 Many are doctors, 
lawyers, and executives. The president of SCI, John Jackson, a Louisiana lawyer, 
has reportedly spent over $500,000 hunting elephants.10 
The cost of trophy hunting safaris varies tremendously, depending on the country, the 
species killed, the accommodations, and the length of the hunt. But it would not be 
unusual at all for an American trophy hunter to spend between $35,000 and $60,000 
on an African hunting safari. And many trophy hunters take safaris repeatedly to kill 
new animals, or use different weapons, or hunt in a different country. 
There are a few myths about safari hunting that need to be dispelled. First, when 
Americans go to Africa on a trophy hunting safari, they are not generally "roughing11 it. 
The outfitters provide the client with an array of comforts. The hunters sleep in 11tents11 
that often are equipped with individual flush toilets and hot water showers. The beds 
are raised off the ground and have mattresses. The outfitter has staff members who 
wash and iron the hunter's clothes daily and clean their "room." There is a cook who 
serves three meals a day, in some cases, gourmet meals. One Italian outfitter, 
Federico Gellini who operates in Tanzania, offers "exclusive camps ... the favorite 
hunting area of Ernest Hemingway ... We have first class professional hunters, luxury 
camps, Italian cuisine and the best hunting areas."1 1  One hunter who hunted with this 
outfitter said that the camp had a 11waiter dressed in crisp whites carrying fresh 
drinks.1112 
The hunter client is accompanied by a "professional hunter11 as well as one or two 
assistants. Hunter clients often hire another company to video-tape their entire hunt. 
The professional hunter tracks the animals, if tracking is needed, and the client merely 
follows in his footsteps. The professional hunter tells the client which animal to shoot, 
sometimes even helping the client to line up his shot. If the client hunter does not kill 
the animal on the first shot, the professional hunter delivers a second shot and a third 
if necessary. After the kill, the hunter client does not even take part in cleaning the 
carcass. The professional hunter's assistants remove the parts of the animal the client 
wants as a trophy and haul them back to camp, where they are further processed by 
the assistants. The remaining parts of the carcass, except in some circumstances, 
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are left to rot. In essence, the role of the hunter client is to pay the money and pull 
the trigger. 
The second myth is that American trophy hunters only hunt in the dangerous 11bush11 • 
On the contrary, many American trophy hunters kill animals on foreign game ranches. 
In some countries, like South Africa, the vast majority of hunting occurs on privately 
owned game ranches, which vary in size from 4,000 acres to 150,000 acres. 13 
Animals who live on game ranches are typically accustomed to humans and are 
fenced and unable to escape. There are a limited number of known watering holes 
and salt licks that hunters can position themselves at, and there are fences that 
animals can be driven up against. Animals on game ranches are easy targets. Game 
ranch hunting is preferred by hunter clients who want a relaxing hunting experience, or 
those who want to practice killing relatively tame animals at close range, or those who 
use unconventional weapons like bows or handguns. Many hunters bring the whole 
family to the ranch, where they can enjoy a family vacation, staying at the hotels 
operated by the game ranches. The hotels have luxury accommodations, including 
swimming pools and gourmet food. Game ranches stock their land with animals from 
the wild. One 28,000 acre hunting ranch located 180 miles from Johannesburg, South 
Africa, offers hunting of 30 species, including leopard and rhino. 14 
Given this level of pampering, it is easy to see how the price of a trophy hunting safari 
can climb into the tens of thousands of dollars very quickly. 
The price of a popular elephant and leopard trophy hunting safari in Zimbabwe15 would 
cost an American approximately $42,000. This would include a $9,000 elephant 
trophy fee, a $2,750 leopard trophy fee, and a $75 fee to kill an impala that will be 
used as bait for the leopard. The outfitter's fee for the 21 day safari would be 
$18,900. Charter flights in Zimbabwe, field preparation of trophies and shipment of 
trophies to the U.S. would cost about $4,500. Round-trip first class airfare and 
accommodations before and after the hunt would be about $6,500. The estimate does 
not include the common 20% gratuities, taxes, or the cost of mounting the trophies 
once they are shipped to the U.S. This could add another $10,000 to the cost of the 
safari. Many families go on safari together16 and this can increase the price of a safari 
dramatically. 
The cost of killing animals on a game ranch can be just as high if the species is rare. 
One South African ranch placed a classified ad in Safari Times, offering a "huge white 
rhino11 claiming that there are perhaps only one or two other bulls of this size in 
existence today. Total cost, including the trophy fee and ten hunting days, was 
advertised for $21,000 (not including airfare, taxidermy, taxes and gratuity). 17 Kido 
Safaris of South Africa offers 14 11exotics11 on its game ranch, including the scimitar­
horned oryx for $4,500, the addax for $4,700, the lama for $1,650, letchwe Kafue 
$1,600, nilgai $1,650, and the Pere David deer $1,650 (not including the daily rate and 
other expenses) . 18 
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Of course, the goal of trophy hunting, as described by one trophy hunting outfitter, is 
to get a 11muy macho wall hanger" .19 The cost of taxidermy for the trophy hunted 
animals depends of the type of mount and the size of the animal. Jonas Bros. 
Taxidermy of Colorado20 charges $2,395 for a life-size leopard mount, $3,075 for a 
shoulder mount of a white rhino, $1,200 to make a zebra skin rug; $1,950 for a whole 
mount of a baboon; and $2,475 for a giraffe mounted at the shoulder. They can also 
make "attractive novelties" out of animal parts, such as a cape buffalo "pizzle cane" for 
$225; scrotum pouches for $140; a warthog skin beer mug for $125; a 1' Nyala table 
lamp for $210; rhino feet ashtrays for $330; an elephant foot footstool for $595; a map 
of Africa on an elephant ear for $925; or an elephant ear coffee table for $1,525. 
Prices do not include shipping. 
Where Does the Money Go? Third Myth About Trophy Hunting 
Despite claims to the contrary, most of the money spent by American trophy hunters 
goes to hunting outfitters based in the U.S. or other developed nations, not to 
indigenous people who live in the vicinity of where the animal was killed or to foreign 
governments for support of programs that enhance the conservation of the species. In 
fact, most of the money paid by the hunter client goes directly to the hunting outfitters 
or the owners of game ranches, who are often millionaires themselves. The outfitters, 
usually based in the U.S., Europe, or South Africa, are paid in U.S. currency. An 
average outfitter earns about $400,000 per year if he has 20 clients.21 On a 21-day 
leopard safari in Tanzania22 , worth approximately $42,678 (all inclusive), the hunting 
outfitter would earn $24,990 (58.6%), while $2, 100 (4.9%} would go to the government 
for "protection and conservation of wildlife". The remaining money would go into a 
general government fund, and for packing trophies, airfare, trophy shipments and 
charter flights. Just because a government says it is going to put money earned from 
trophy hunting into "protection and conservation of wildlife, 11 does not mean that money 
will actually go to such activities or enhance the survival of the species the hunter kills, 
or that it will do anything other than enter the treasury of the country in question. 
Nevertheless, the fact that some amount of money, however small in comparison with 
the total amount of money spent on the hunt, makes its way to the governments of 
these countries, often means that they will condone trophy hunting. This "money for 
killing privileges" strategy has paid off for the trophy hunting industry in terms of 
expansion of trophy hunting opportunities, which translates into growth of the trophy 
hunting industry. 
The trouble, in most cases, is that cash-poor governments are selling their wildlife to 
trophy hunters even though they do not know the effect of hunting on the species that 
is being hunted. For example, elephant biologists have argued that, based on the 
reproductive biology of elephants, elephant populations that have been subjected to 
heavy poaching are extremely sensitive to the offtake of mature males, and may go 
into a further decline due to trophy hunting. In many countries that allow elephant 
hunting, such as Tanzania, surveys of populations of elephants in areas where they 
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are hunted have not been conducted in over fifteen years.23 But facts like these have 
not stopped more and more countries from trying to cash in on their elephants by 
selling them to American trophy hunters. Rather than basing their decisions on the 
needs of the animal species, it is clear that countries are opening up hunting strictly 
for economic purposes. As Lt. Gen. C.S. Tembo, Zambia's Minister of Tourism, noted 
"our policies must encourage investment on the basis of free market principles so that 
the true market value of safari hunting is realized. 1124 
Economic incentives do not generally aid wildlife conservation. On the contrary, 
putting a price on wildlife is an incentive to sell it. For example, in Tanzania, the 
government has accommodated safari companies by assigning each a quota and a 
parcel of land every year.25 As the number of safari companies has risen over the 
years, the parcels have grown smaller, while the quotas have remained the same. 
Wildlife has been completely exterminated in one hunting block, which the Tanzanian 
government allocated to the United Arab Emirates as a private hunting ground. Local 
economies based on selling wildlife may soon out-strip the ability of the wildlife to 
reproduce and sustain itself. Faced with poverty or starvation, people may be 
reluctant to make changes to their use practices even though they realize the source 
of their income will be eventually eliminated. 
The few instances where money from trophy hunting has been demonstrated to bring 
money into a local community, and where the community has then agreed to tolerate 
wildlife and their habitat needs, have occurred when a huge and expensive-to-maintain 
infrastructure has been developed to ensure that the relationship between trophy 
hunting money and conservation actually happens. The two programs most 
commonly referred to in this context are the CAMPFIRE program in Zimbabwe and the 
ADMADE program in Zambia. Both of these programs are based on the premise that 
if people who live in the vicinity of wildlife see that the wildlife has monetary value, 
through selling the hunting rights to foreign trophy hunters, then the people will 
preserve the wildlife and its habitat instead of converting the habitat to agriculture and 
eliminating the wildlife in the process. To their credit, both CAMPFIRE and ADMADE 
have accomplished this goal on a local level. 
Trophy hunting advocacy organizations, like SCI, use CAMPFIRE and ADMADE to 
demonstrate that trophy hunting can have positive benefits to wildlife, assuming that 
what may be true for two programs is true all over the continent. This could not be 
further from the truth. In fact, even in Zimbabwe and Zambia, trophy hunting outside 
of these programs gives no tangible benefits to local people or to wildlife. 
Moreover, the huge management infrastructure set up to run CAMPFIRE and 
ADMADE is not funded by trophy hunting, but by American taxpayers. Funding for 
CAMPFIRE has come from a six-year {1989-1994) grant of $7.6 million from the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID). Similarly, USAID funded the six year 
{1990-1995) ADMADE project for $4.8 million.26 The reality is that U.S. taxpayers 
have subsidized the trophy hunting industry to the tune of at least $2 million per year 
over the last six years. It is largely because of this subsidy that any money actually 
13  
paid by trophy hunters is making its way back into local communities and is possibly 
helping to provide some tangible conservation benefit to species of wildlife that live in 
the vicinity of those communities. If the U.S. Government is going to help people, it 
should do so in ways which capitalize on the beauty of living wildlife rather than 
support one based on the death of innocent creatures. 
Safari Club International 
By far the most prominent trophy hunting advocacy organization in the world is Safari 
Club International (SCI). Founded in 1971, SCI is based in Tuscon, Arizona, but has 
114 chapters in 15 countries. It has a distinctively wealthy membership of 22,000 -­
many of whom are doctors, lawyers, and executives -- 55% of which have an annual 
income exceeding $100,000 per year. SCI has an annual budget of $7.5 million and a 
paid staff of 40. Its chief lobbyist is former Montana representative Ron Marlene, who 
distinguished himself as an extreme anti-environmentalist during his years in 
Congress. Its stated purpose is to conserve wildlife and protect the rights of hunters. 
SCI operates an Apprentice Hunter's Program that promotes trophy hunting to children 
aged 12-17; the program offers the children a week-long lesson in wildlife killing at a 
Texas game ranch. SCI also has a program to assist disabled people who want to kill 
animals. 
SCI says it supports "conservation projects" in a number of countries, but these 
projects focus on expansion of hunting privileges in those countries. In 1993, SCI 
spent $32,500 out of its $7.5 million budget on international "scientific studies, 
conservation workshops, (and) program assistance."27 
Although they often characterize themselves as a conservation organization, SCI is 
doing more harm than good by supporting two activities that have been demonstrated 
to diminish biodiversity and are harmful to the conservation of wild populations of 
animals: game ranching and the maintenance of introduced animal populations, such 
as banteng in Australia, for hunting purposes. Game ranching has had a negative 
impact on wild populations because these operations act as reservoirs for disease that 
can quickly spread to wild populations. 28 Similarly, it has been demonstrated that 
introduced species compete with indigenous species for food and habitat and spread 
disease into indigenous species populations. Moreover, SCI continues to support the 
notion of killing for trophy as a form of recreation, which makes a mockery of a true 
conservation and humane ethics. 
SCl's annual conventions attract 10,000 would-be trophy hunters, despite a $265 
attendance fee. At the 1995 annual convention, there were 610 exhibiters and hunt 
outfitters. Hunts are sold at the SCl's convention, like printers are sold at a computer 
convention. Featured speakers and registered celebrity guests at their 1995 
convention included: Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt; General Norman Schwarzkopf; 
former U.S. Vice President Dan Quayle; Rep. Bill Brewster (D-OK); Rep. Don Young 
(R-AK); Rep. Jack Fields (R-TX, SCI Legislator of the Year, recognized for his work in 
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amending the U.S. Marine Mammal Protection Act to allow America's hunters to import 
polar bear trophies from Canada; he is the first congressman to receive the award 
twice)29; Rep. Billy Tauzin (D-LA); Rep. Collin Peterson (D-MN); Rep. Richard Pombo 
(A-CA); Rep. James Barcia (D-MI); actor Steven Seagal; entertainers Glen Campbell 
and Eddie Rabbitt; General Chuck Yeager; South African author Wilbur Smith; Muhidin 
Ahamad Mdolanga, Director of Wildlife, Tanzania; Juma Hanad Omar, Minister of 
Tourism, Natural Resources and Environment for Tanzania (Tanzania received the 
SCI Conservation Award); and a delegation representing Zambian president F.J.T. 
Chiluba and the Republic of Zambia. 
SCI is an enabler of the trophy hunting industry. Through its publications and 
conventions, it titillates people into booking more and more trophy hunts and helps to 
hook up money-carrying trophy hunting clients with the industry. The thick, glossy, 
bimonthly magazine of the SCI, Safari, contains page after page of advertisements for 
trophy hunts; many have grisly photographs of the hunter with a freshly killed leopard 
draped over his shoulders like a stole, or a hunter, gun in hand, with his foot resting 
on a dead elephant. The magazine also contains romantic, Hemingway-esque stories 
of hunters' experiences stalking and killing exotic animals that are viewed, ironically, 
as dangerous to the hunter; stories of the near misses, the one-shot kills, the hours or 
days spent stalking a wounded animal are told in all their glory and in all their gory 
detail. Through its lobbying efforts, both in the U.S. and abroad, it has expanded 
trophy hunting opportunities. But, by far, the single most important thing that SCI has 
done for the trophy hunting industry is to conduct its elite trophy competitions. 
The competitions provide those who can afford trophy hunting with a playing field so 
that they can "compete" with others of their kind to kill the most animals of a particular 
type -- for example , all the bear species of the world -- or the biggest animals of each 
species. The competitions create a driving desire in the hunters to book more hunts 
so that they can upgrade entries into the next higher levels. Kenneth Winters writes in 
Safari (June 1994), "what does a man my age do when the competitiveness of 
athletics and the adventure of the military have long passed? For me, the answer has 
been to refocus my energies on big game hunting, and how else better to do that than 
through Safari Club International?" He goes on to say that SCl's World Hunting 
Awards program "allows me the opportunity to combine my love of adventure with a 
renewed competitive spirit. 1130 
SCl's award programs encourage hunters to hunt more, which is of course the real 
purpose that the. competitions were developed by SCI founder C.J. McElroy. By 
encouraging more trophy hunting , the SCI award programs have enhanced the growth 
of the trophy hunting industry. For example , in Tanzania alone, the number of hunting 
outfitters has increased from 9 in 1984, to 21 in 1991, to 41 in 1994.31 So, even more 
important than providing fun competition for its members, SCI award programs have 
caused the trophy hunting industry to boom. 
There are 26 categories of SCI trophy competitions that are divided into two general 
types: grand slams and inner circles. 
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The nine "grand slams" are: the Africa Big Five (leopard, lion, elephant, buffalo , 
rhino); Cats of the World (African lion, African leopard, cougar , lynx, and a small 
African cat or bobcat); Bears of the World (polar bear, Alaska brown bear, grizzly 
bear, Eurasian brown bear (Europe), Eurasian Brown bear (Asia), mideastern brown 
bear); North American 29 (including all bears, bison, all sheep, moose, caribou , and 
deer); North American Wild Sheep; North American Caribou ; Moose of the World; 
North American Deer; and White-tailed Deer. In order to achieve a grand slam, you 
must kill between 4 and 29 animals, depending on the slam. 
The 16 "inner circles" awards include : Trophy Animals of Africa; Spiral-Horned 
Animals of Africa; Trophy Animals of North America; Introduced Trophy Animals of 
North America; Red Deer/Wapiti; Trophy Animals of South America ; Antlered Game 
Animals of the Americas; Trophy Animals of Europe; Trophy Animals of Asia; Trophy 
Animals of the South Pacific; Wild Goats of the World; Wild Sheep of the World; Wild 
Oxen of the World; and Antlered Animals of the World. In addition, there is the "Top 
Ten Award" for those hunters whose trophies were big enough to have made it into 
the top ten of the SCI record book in any category, and a "Hunting Achievement 
Award" , which, to win at the highest level, diamond, would require that 125 animals be 
killed and that they are big enough to make it into the record book. Trophies are 
measured by any of 3,000 official SCI trophy measurers, who have completed classes 
on the subject. Top ten awards and inner circle awards are offered at five basic 
levels, from lowest to highest, depending on the number of trophies needed to make 
the level: copper , bronze, silver, gold, diamond. 
Finally, there is the "Pinnacle of Achievement" award. To reach the first pinnacle , you 
must have achieved any 6 of 25 inner circles or grand slams, killing at least 20 
animals; to reach the second pinnacle, you must have achieved 5 of 16 inner circles 
at the silver level, killing at least 34 animals; to reach the third pinnacle, you must 
have achieved 4 of 16 inner circles at the gold level, killing at least 45 animals; and to 
reach the fourth pinnacle, you must have achieved 3 of 16 inner circles at the gold 
level and 1 at the diamond level, killing at least 29 animals. To say that these are 
competitions which relish death would be to understate the obvious. 
In order for a hunter to win these competitions in all 26 categories at the highest level, 
he would have to kill at least 322 animals, and spend literally millions of dollars on 
trophy hunting safaris. Indeed, a trophy hunting safari in Zambia to get the "Africa Big 
Five" would cost at least $85,000.32 The super slam of sheep would cost $185 ,000 to 
complete.33 
The winner of the 1995 Safari Club International Hunting Award, Gerald L. Warnock 
M.D., a radiologist from Portland, Oregon, has killed 278 different species (and an 
unknown number of individual animals), has 285 trophies in the SCI Record Book, and 
has taken 228 major hunting trips. He has made all of SCl's Inner Circles at the 
Diamond Level, and nine grand slam awards. He has the fourth pinnacle and 
crowning achievement award. Now he is going back to kill the same animals with a 
muzzle loader.34 
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One arguable consequence is that it may drive some people to commit illegal or 
unethical activities just to win the top award -- which is not to say that SCI intends for 
its competitions to have that consequence or that SCI is responsible for the illegal acts 
of its members. Nevertheless, that SCl's competitions have this effect is 
acknowledged by the larger hunting community. For example, an article in the hunting 
magazine Sports Afield (February 1995), states that the SCI competitions "have 
spurred some members to stretch the boundaries of ethical hunting behavior." 
Examples abound of unethical, un-sportsmanlike behavior by American big game 
hunters overseas. For example, lions and leopards are lured to bait set by the 
hunters, who shoot the cats from a blind at night. 35 The bait is often an impala or 
zebra that has been hung from a tree. Some governments have reduced trophy fees 
for killing animals that are to be used as bait for hunting lions and leopards. Baiting 
leopards and lions often occurs on the periphery of National Parks; the lions and 
leopards are drawn out of the parks, where they are protected from hunting, into the 
hunter's lair. Since the killing is done at night, lights are used to stun the cats when 
they come to the bait, and also to provide the hunter with the light he needs. Many 
leopards and lions are wounded in these situations, and crawl off into the brush. 
Because it is night, the hunters cannot follow the leopard or lion and kill it.36 In 
Botswana, for example, it has been estimated that about 25% of all shot animals are 
wounded but not caught. 37 Trophy hunting outfitters acknowledge that many animals 
are wounded and are never recovered. 
Animals are often shot by trophy hunters from vehicles. 38 Even though this activity is 
illegal in many countries, outfitters will make adjustments as needed to make up for 
the poor health of their clients. 
Polar bears are hunted with sled dogs that, having brought the hunter to the bear, are 
cut loose to bring the bear to bay, at which time it is shot.39 Grizzly bears are hunted 
with snowmobiles in the spring and black bears are hunted over bait or with radio­
collared dogs. 
Elephants are often hunted on the periphery of National Parks, where they are 
protected from hunters. Outfitters always make hunter clients kill an elephant first, 
before killing other animals in the area, because the elephants are smart and at the 
sound of gunfire, they run back into the National Park. 
In the quest for a new experience, trophy hunters are, more and more, using 
unconventional weapons like bows, muzzle loaders, and handguns, which often do not 
result in a quick kill. In once instance, it look a bow hunter five arrows, and several 
hours, to kill a wounded, frightened elephant.40 The details of one elephant killed with 
a bow in Mozambique were provided in a recent article in Safari. The first arrow hit 
the elephant in the spleen and when he ran off, the hunters returned to camp. Later, 
they found the bull in a herd. After breaking up the herd with an overhead gun shot, a 
second arrow was put into the elephant's heart. A third arrow hit the elephant in the 
femoral artery at the back leg. A fourth arrow was put into the elephant's chest, 
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apparently severing an aorta, but the elephant still tried to walk away. The fifth and 
final arrow was put behind the elephant's shoulder and the elephant fell to the ground, 
dead. 
Many hunters are not even interested in fair chase. The Kwalata Game Ranch in 
South Africa41 offers bowhunting from its shaded blinds which are situated near water 
holes and salt licks to "ensure success throughout the hunt. 11 Bow hunters are 
"collected for lunch." For their comfort, they are issued "two blankets, radio, breakfast 
pack, juice or drinks of your choice as well as a urine bottle." Accommodations at the 
ranch include well-appointed guest rooms, pool, a well-stocked bar, and food is "par 
excellence". Similarly, the Moshate Ranch in South Africa42, whose brochure states 
that it is "ideally suited for the bowhunter with 3 blinds strategically over-looking 
waterholes in addition to the river section.". Game ranches often provide dogs to help 
locate animals that have been wounded by hunters. 
Numerous wild animal populations are threatened by the unethical and illegal behavior 
of trophy hunters. According to one account by world-famous wildlife film-maker 
Derek Joubert,43 who makes his home in Botswana, "men shoot from the backs of 
vehicles into buffalo herds, wounding animals and leaving them to die while they 
chase after the herd to shoot another. Lions and leopards are sometimes wounded, 
and when they run into thickets a fire is set to flush them out. With a few exceptions, 
every hunter who has used this area has broken the law." In the Linyanti area of 
northern Botswana, where Joubert knew 120 lions in the early 1980s, he saw only 36 
in late 1992. Now, few cubs are seen; in fact, none have been seen in three years. 
Joubert estimates that 3,000 lions have been killed in the area in 1 0 years. When 
males are killed, their partners lose their territory and cubs die. Every year, all the 
available pride males were shot along the Linyanti river front. Killing males left 
females with an uphill struggle to ward off hyenas from their kills. The stability of the 
pride broke down and breeding stopped. Joubert reports that animal numbers today 
in Northwestern Botswana are only one-tenth what they were in the 1970s. Buffalo 
have declined steadily from about 250,000 in the 1970s to only 500 today. According 
to Joubert, "we estimate that various safari companies have at times shot up to 25% 
more than their quota by wounding animals and not following up. 11 Joubert said the 
alteration of hunting licenses had been confirmed and ten times the number of animals 
allowed under the license quota had been removed. 
In a 1991 expose of the trophy hunting industry,44 author Ted Williams related perhaps 
the best known case of illegal activities by American trophy hunters, which came to 
light as part of a four year undercover investigation that broke up a $100 million 
poaching ring in nineteen states. Even back then, the SCI was complaining about the 
difficulty their constituents had in obtaining permission to import trophies of 
endangered species. But certain hunters found a way around the law. 
The case revolved around John Funderburg, a former curator of the North Carolina 
Museum of Natural Sciences in Raleigh. Federal investigators discovered that trophy 
hunters had donated more than 1,800 specimens, with an alleged value of $8.4 
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million, to the museum. In return, the trophy hunters got a tax break for donating the 
trophies, which occasionally moved out of the museum right back to the hunters. 
Some of the trophy hunters were able to kill species legally off-limits to trophy hunters 
because they had been given "associate curator" status by Funderburg, and the 
trophies were imported ostensibly for scientific purposes.45 Funderburg got probation 
and a $5000 fine for agreeing to cooperate with the government. A Chicago 
appraiser, R. Bruce Duncan, who had introduced trophy hunters to Funderburg, got 10 
months in prison and a $30,000 fine.46 
Carolyn Williams, who was the first woman to make a grand slam of all 29 North 
American big game animals and who received SCl's Outstanding Hunting 
Achievement award in 1988, desperately needed a walrus to complete another grand 
slam. Federal agents discovered a letter in her possession from Funderburg 
promising to help her get one even though they are protected from trophy hunters by 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). Williams admitted to a federal agent that 
she already had to smuggle a polar bear hide back into the U.S. because its illegal to 
import them under the MMPA. She also admitted her intention, with Funderburg's 
help, to get her walrus too, by donating it to a museum, for ostensibly "scientific 
purposes. 1147 
Paul Asper, SCI member and owner of his own museum, was found guilty of violating 
the ESA. He had imported a Jentink's duiker from Liberia, a black-faced impala from 
Namibia, two goral and two serrow from Nepal, and two northern huemul from Peru, 
all of which were exhibited at his museum. He was sentenced to 2.5 years in prison 
and fined $195, 946 for nine felonies and seven misdemeanors. He had actually had a 
history of illegal activities. In 1976 he had attempted to smuggle into the U.S. skins of 
Nile crocodile and leopard, both hidden in the skin of an elephant, for which he was 
fined a $1200 administrative fee by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. He reportedly 
has killed 650 animals in his lifetime.48 
Richard Mitchell, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee, advised SCI director at 
large Paul Broun of how SCI could manipulate natural history museums and use the 
foreign museum authorities to import endangered species they had killed. Mitchell's 
idea, expressed in a letter to Broun, was that SCI members who wanted to hunt 
endangered species could give the trophies to a museum in China and Pakistan and 
then set up a swap with SCl's museum in Tuscon, Az. The trophies would eventually 
make it back to the original hunter. 49 But that's not all. In 1988, Mitchell helped three 
hunters import four Ovis ammon hodgsoni, at that time an endangered subspecies of 
argali sheep. 50 The three hunters were arrested and the sheep confiscated. It is 
interesting to note, that five years later, in 1993, under SCI pressure, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service decided to down-list the species 0. ammon from endangered to 
threatened. In 1993, Mitchell was convicted of smuggling animal skins into the U.S., a 
misdemeanor. In the end, he got 2 years probation and a $1000 fine.51 
SCI Hall of Fame inductee Andrew Samuels admitted to federal agents that he had 
killed endangered foreign game including the Sulieman markhor, Punjab urial, 
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Jentink's duiker, goral, black-faced impala, ocelot, and jaguar and that he was going to 
smuggle the trophies into the U.S. by falsifying shipping documents. He was certain 
that his plan would work because he considered the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
be incompetent. Under a plea agreement he had to pay $100,000 in fines, spend 
thirty days in jail, perform 800 hours of community service, and forfeit his world 
hunting rights for three years.52 
Just recently, big game hunter and SCI member Ronald Coleman was convicted and 
fined $200,000 for poaching a rare desert bighorn sheep in Mexico and smuggling the 
hide and horns into the U.S.53 
Trophy hunters also seem to be violating U.S. Customs regulations, when they 
undervalue their trophy imports, which allows them to avoid paying Customs import 
taxes. Of the 335 elephants that were killed in Zimbabwe and imported to the U.S. in 
1993, 82% (276) of the elephant trophy imports were declared by the hunter-importer 
to have a value of zero. The remainder were valued at between $25 and $42,000. 
The trophy fee for killing an elephant in Zimbabwe is US$9000.54 The costs 
associated with elephant hunting in Zimbabwe in 1993 adds up to more than $3 
million. Yet, the combined hunter-declared value of elephant trophies imported from 
Zimbabwe in 1993 was only $120,991. 
The 104th Congress Under Pressure to Ease Import of Trophies of Endangered 
and Threatened Species 
During the 103rd Congress, the SCI, through its PAC donated $47,650 to members of 
Congress. One of Congress' most avid hunters, Representative Don Young (A-AK), 
who received $4500 over the same period, is chairman of the House Resource 
Committee. Young's Committee is currently considering reauthorization of the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Last year, during the reauthorization of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), Representative Young led a successful campaign to 
legalize the importation of trophy-hunted polar bears. 
Now, the ESA is up for reathorization and Representative Young is gearing up to 
provide more exemptions than already exist for the import of trophies. In recent 
months, Congressman Young has been lobbied by four foreign governments 
(Zimbabwe, Botswana, Malawi, and Namibia) to eliminate foreign species from the 
ESA or, at least, to exempt the importation of trophy hunted endangered and 
threatened species from the ESA. The countries, members of the Southern African 
Centre for Ivory Marketing (SACIM), claim that the ESA is infringing on their sovereign 
rights to manage their wildlife as they see fit, in this case to sell it to American trophy 
hunters. They are not as much interested in protecting wild animal populations from 
over-use as they are in making foreign currency. 
The U.S. is one of the 128 signatory nations to CITES. CITES expressly allows 
nations to have "stricter domestic measures" to protect wildlife. The ESA is such a 
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measure. The ESA provides protection from sport hunting to endangered and 
threatened species by allowing sport-hunted trophy imports only when it can be 
demonstrated that killing the animal will, in fact, enhance the survival of the species. 
This is a reasonable requirement that is in the best interest of the animal populations. 
In fact, as described in this report, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is extremely 
lenient in granting permits for the importation of trophy hunted foreign endangered and 
threatened species. In most cases, trophy hunters do not need to obtain permission 
from the Service to import foreign animal trophies. In many other cases, the species 
desired by trophy hunters are not protected by CITES, and the ESA is the only law 
that requires some level of assurance that American trophy hunting is not causing a 
detriment to wild populations of animals. The Service already grants trophy import 
permits far more often than is warranted. If the ESA is severely weakened, Americans 
will be allowed to hunt even more threatened and endangered animals without 
restriction. 
With the many threats facing wildlife populations today -- habitat destruction, pollution, 
poaching -- we need a strong ESA to ensure that Americans are not contributing to 
the further decline of these magnificent species by killing them as trophies 
Recommendations 
■ The 104th Congress should reauthorize a strong ESA that does not weaken 
protection for foreign endangered and threatened species; 
■ The 104th Congress should ensure that funds from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development are not spent subsidizing American trophy hunting of 
endangered and threatened species or in setting up local economies based on 
wildlife sale which will not be sustainable in the long run for the people or the 
wildlife; 
■ The Clinton Administration should abandon its unqualified support for trophy 
hunting; 
■ The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should cease granting permits to import 
trophies of foreign endangered and threatened species unless there is positive 
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Table 1 
Trophy Import Trends 
# of Trophies Not Cleared 






















































Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe s. Africa Tanzania Canada Zambia Botswana Hong Kong Mexico 
Top 10 Species 
Mammal, Unidentified 2452 2724 1799 615 396 568 10 
Impala 1024 354 68 43 84 
Bear, American Black 1548 
Ostrich, Southern African 63 537 10 180 30 
Warthog 303 1 15 26 246 65 
Kudu, Greater 414 203 43 21 60 
Antelope, Sable 214 19 226 233 26 
Eland 1 12 52 521 13 3 
Zebra, Common 321 121 75 71 59 
Buffalo, African 286 161 68 33 71 
Other Select Species 
Baboon, Chacma 185 46 13 17 11  
Elephant, African 43 3 1 1  1 
Giraffe 96 18 10 1 
Leopard 124 32 104 43 26 
Lion, African 57 74 133 40 42 
Rhinoceros (various) 10 
Other species 1727 1580 866 1 1 84 498 396 1000 506 
TOTAL 7421 6049 3973 3347 1835 1443 1000 516 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
















Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
2 Baboon, Chacma 
10 Baboon, Chacma 




3 Mammal, Unidentified 
1 Mammal, Unidentified 












33 Zebra, Common 
2 Zebra, Common 
2 Zebra, Common 
369 Other than above 
4 Other than above 
8 Other than above 
26 Other than above 
17 Other than above 



























































Top Exporter Countries 
S. Africa Zimbabwe Tanzania Botswana Canada Zambia Namibia Netherlands 
Top 10 Species 
Mammal, Unidentified 1628 1068 870 360 176 300 76 2 
Ostrich, Southern African 3595 7 9 3 
Impala 424 1021 77 157 37 42 
Springbok 1219 1 127 3 79 
Kudu, Greater 360 422 20 63 27 99 
Warthog 224 341 26 72 46 82 
Gemsbok 384 2 17 32 4 193 
Pheasants, All Species 25 600 
Buffalo, African 47 289 90 93 40 
Zebra, Common 124 221 58 61 51 15 
Other Select Spedes 
Baboon, Chacma 67 126 4 17 9 19 
Elephant, African 2 46 
Giraffe 69 31 2 
Leopard 35 139 66 21 43 8 
Lion, African 41 52 97 24 30 4 
Rhinoceros (various) 16 
Other species 1594 1592 657 300 1077 558 340 
TOTAL 9829 5351 1989 1336 1278 1 109 1002 602 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
















Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
2 Baboon, Chacma 
2 Baboon, Chacma 





102 Kudu, Greater 
7 Leopard 
20 Mammal, Unidentified 
1 Mammal, Unidentified 

















1 Zebra, Common 
18 Zebra, Common 
2 Zebra, Common 
69 Other than above 
1 Other than above 
1 1  Other than above 
6 Other than above 
171 Other than above 






















































Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe Canada India 
Top 10 Species 
Mammal, Unidentified 276 1 16 3624 
Bear, American Black 4295 
Impala 874 
Elk 47 1744 
Fish, Unidentified 1 1  9 
Warthog 648 
Kudu, Greater 471 
Mongoose (Genus lchneumia) 1004 
Zebra, Common 342 
Gemsbok 10 
Other Select Spedes 
Baboon, Chacma 122 
Elephant, African 77 
Giraffe 32 
Leopard 151 
Lion, African 78 
Rhinoceros (various) 
Other species: 2483 919 
TOTAL: 6579 5386 5368 


































































Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
Baboon, Chacma abandoned 1 Warthog 
Baboon, Chacma seized 3 Warthog 
Impala status unknown 2 Zebra, Common 
Kudu, Greater status unknown 1092 Other than above 
Leopard seized 1 Other than above 
Lion, African seized 4 Other than above 
Mammal, Unidentified status unknown 295 Other than above 
30 




















180 *81 9  















Botswana S. Africa Zimbabwe 
Top 10 Species 
Porcupine, Crested 8002 10 10 
Ostrich, Southern African 4089 2029 27 
Bear, American Black 
Impala 341 557 1443 
Mammal, Unidentifi ed 69 881 316 
Skink 1400 
Buffalo, African 364 133 489 
Kudu, Greater 38 420 557 
Warthog 60 472 474 
Zebra, Common 1 10 487 277 
Other Select Species 
Baboon, Chacma 22 68 136 
Elephant, African 30 335 
Giraffe 7 26 45 
Leopard 15 31 169 
Lion, African 39 43 49 
Rhinoceros (various) 1 1  
Other species 694 4043 2481 
TOTAL 13850 9241 8208 











Top Exporter Countries 














1018 1742 1 132 
7410 2616 1 135 




















































1 1  
2195 *14135 
2620 *46582 








Bear, American Black 
Bear, American Black 


















1 1 1  
Mammal, Unidentified 
Other than above 
Other than above 
Other than above 
Other than above 









Species Listed Under the Endangered Species Act 
Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe Botswana Tamania S. Africa Zambia Namibia Australia Denmark Unknown Other TOTAL 
Mammals 
Baboon, Gelada (T ,2) 
Banteng (E) 6 6 
Bontebok (E,2) 16 *16 
Caribou, Woodland (8) 1 
Deer, Formosan Sika (E) 7 7 
Deer, McNeill's (E) 1 
Deer, North China Sika (E) 2 2 
Eland, Western Giant (E) 2 
Elephant, African (T,1) 43 1 1  3 4 *62 
Gaulle, Sand (E) 1 1 
Ibex, Pyrenean (E) 6 6 
Impala, Black-faced (E) 1 *3 
Lechwe (T ,2) 1 3  1 1 8  2 28 63 224 
Leopard (8, 1) 124 26 104 32 43 4 *334 
Ocelot (E, 1) *1 
Suni, Zanzibar (E) 2 *3 
Tahr, Arabian (E) 2 2 
Wolf, Red (E) 1 1 
Zebra, Hartmann's Mountain (T,2) 10 18 *29 
Birds 
Falcon, Peregrine (8,1) *1 
Flycatcher, Seychelle's Paradise (E) 1 
Roller, Long-tailed Ground (E) 1 
Reptiles 
Crocodile, Nile (8,2)t 12 *13 
Sea Turtle, Green (8, 1) 1 *1 
Sea Turtle, Hawksbill (E, 1) *1 
TOTAL 196 145 1 19 106 93 23 7 7 2 22 *720 
E • ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list B • Both (BSA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
toownlisted to ''Threatened " in 9/93 





















Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
1 Bontebok seized S Leopard 
1 Bontebok abandoned 1 Ocelot 
1 Crocodile, Nile seized 1 Sea Turtle, Green 
1 Elephant, African seized 1 Sea Turtle, Hawksbill 
1 Falcon, Peregrine seized 1 Suni, Zanzibar 
2 Impala, Black-faced seized 3 Zebra, Hartmann's Mt 










Species Listed Under the Endangered Species Act 
Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe Botswana Zambia S. Africa Tamania Namibia Australia Spain N. Zealand Unknown Other 
Mammals 
Antelope, Giant Sable (E,1) 
Aye-Aye (E.1) 
Banteng (E) 15 
Bontebok (E,2) 27 
Caribou, Woodland (B) 
cat, Leopard (E,1) 
Chamois, Apennine (E,1) 
Deer, Corsican Red (E) 9 7 
Deer, Phillipine (E) 2 
Eland, Western Giant (E) 1 
Elephant, African (T,1) 46 2 
Hartebeest, Tora (E) 3 
Hyena, Brown (E,1) 1 
Ibex, Pyrenean (E) 
Impala, Black-faced (E) 5 
Kangaroo, Eastern Gray (T) 
Lechwe (T,2) 100 73 25 2 2 
Leopard (B, 1) 139 21 43 35 66 8 1 
Margay, Central American (E,l) 1 
Serow (E,l) 
Suni, Zanzibar (E) 2 
Tahr, Arabian (E) 8 
Zebra, Hartmann's Mountain (T,2) 8 15 50 
Reptiles 
Crocodile, Nile (B,2)t 18  
Crocodile, Saltwater (E,1) 2 
Sea Turtle, Green (B, 1) 
Sea Turtle, Hawksbill (E,1) 1 
TOTAL 217 123 1 17 1 1 1  68 60 18 9 9 4 16 
E • ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list B • Both (ESA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
toownlisted to "Threatened " in 9/93 





















Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
1 Bontebok 
1 Cat, Leopard 
1 Crocodile, Nile 
2 Deer, Phillipine 









1 Margay, Central American 
1 Sea Turtle, Green 
1 Sea Turtle, Hawksbill 
1 Serow 
1 Zebra, Hartmann's Mt. 
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Species Listed Under the Endangered Species Act 
Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe Zambia S. Africa Botswana Tanzania U.S.S.R. Namibia Australia Unknown Other TOTAL 
Mammals 
Argali (B,V) 54 34 88 
Banteng (E) 16 16 
Bontebok (E,2) 38 2 *42 
Cat, Leopard (E,1) 1 *1  
Deer, Corsican Red (E) 2 2 
Deer, McNeill's (E) 1 2 3 
Deer, Musk (B,2) 1 *1 
Deer, Persian Fallow (E,1) 12 12 
Deer, Shansi Sika (E) 2 2 
Eland, Western Giant (E) 16 5 6 4 3 *34 
Elephant, African (T,1) 77 8 12 98 
Gazelle, Arabian (E) 3 3 
Gazelle, Sand (E) 2 
Hyena, Barbary (E) 1 
Ibex, Pyrenean (E) 5 5 
Kangaroo, Eastern Gray (T) 1 1  1 1  
Kangaroo, Red (T) 8 8 
Langur, Douc (E,1) *1  
Lechwe (T,2) 132 30 86 248 
Leopard (B,1) 151 66 29 15 48 3 *31 2  
Tahr, Arabian (E) 2 2 
Tiger (E,1) *1 
Zebra, Hartmann's Mountain (T,2) 7 34 *42 
Reptiles 
Crocodile, Nile (B,2)t 21 *22 
Crocodile, Saltwater (E, 1) 1 
TOTAL 266 199 1 18  102 60 57 54 36 65 *958 
E • ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list B • Both (ESA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
toownlisted to "Threatened II in 9/93 














Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
5 Bontebok seized 1 Eland, W estem Giant 
4 Crocodile, Nile seized 1 Langur, Douc 
1 Crocodile, Nile abandoned 5 Leopard 
1 Cat, Leopard seized 1 Tiger 
















Species Listed Under the Endangered Species Act 
Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe S. Africa Tanzania Botswana Zambia Namibia Spain U.S.** Unknown Other 
Mammals 
Antelope, Giant Sable (E,1) 2 
Argali (B,V) 6 
Banteng (E) 10 
Bontebok (E,2) 99 
Cat, Leopard (E, 1) 
Chamois, Apennine (E,l) 2 2 9 
Civet, Malabar Large-spotted (E,3) 
Deer, Corsican Red (E) 3 
Deer, Formosan Sika (E) 2 
Deer, Musk (8,2) 
Deer, Persian Fallow (E,1) 5 20 2 
Deer, Phillipine (E) 1 
Eland, Western Giant (E) 4 1 1 
Elephant, African (T,1) 335 30 4 20 2 23 2 
Gazelle, Sand (E) 1 
Hartebeest, Swayne's (E) 3 
Hartebeest, Tora (E) 
Hyena, Brown (E,1) 3 
Ibex, Pyrenean (E) 
Impala, Black-faced (E) 3 2 7 
Kangaroo, Eastern Gray (T) 2 
Kangaroo, Red ('I) 3 
Lechwe (T,2) 2 71 2 94 55 4 
Leopard (8,1) 169 31 86 15 36 4 3 
Leopard, Persian (E,1) I 
Lion, Asiatic (E,1) 
Markhor, Straight-horned (E,1) 2 
Suni, Zanzibar (E) 2 
Tabr, Arabian (E) 2 2 
Zebra, Mountain (E, 1) I 
Zebra, Hartmann's Mountain (T,2) 14 2 47 
Reptiles 
Crocodile, Nile (B,2}t 45 2 
Turtle, S. American Red-lined (E) 
Sea Turtle, Green (8,1) 2 
Sea Turtle, Hawksbill (E, 1) 2 
TOTAL 561 256 1 10 1 10 93 73 24 21 29 45 





































1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
**See Data Analysis Section 
toownlisted to "Threatened" in 9/93 
1 Bontebok 
7 Bontebok 
1 Cat, Leopard 














Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
abandoned 1 Leopard 
seized 9 Leopard 
seized 1 Sea Turtle, Green 
1 Crocodile, Nile 
1 Deer, Musk 
seized 2 Sea Turtle, Hawksbill 
abandoned 3 Zebra, Hartmann's Mt. 
















Species Listed Under CITES 
Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe Taru:ania S. Africa Botswana Canada Zambia Mongolia Ethiopia Unknown Other TOTAL 
Top 15 Species 
Lion, African (2) 57 133 74 42 40 2 3 352 
Leopard (I ,B) 124 104 32 26 43 5 *334 
Baboon, Chacma (2) 185 13 46 I I  17 10 *282 
Lechwe (2,T) 13 2 28 1 1 8  63 224 
Antelope, Sassaby (3) 85 8 7 36 I 2 140 
Bear, Grizzly/Brown (V, B) *126 
Appendix I Population 
Appendix II Population 107 17 
Argali (V) 66 26 t92 
Wolf, Gray (V) 81  4 I *t86 
Antelope, Roan (2)# 29 2 27 15 74 
Elephant, African (l,T) 43 I I  3 4 *62 
Monkey, GreenfVervet (2) 37 17 1 55 
Antelope, Sitatunga (3) 1 3 2 33 5 45 
Hippopotamus (3)* 14 8 5 12 40 
Puma, Western (2) 37 38 
Caracal/Persian Lynx (2)0 8 23 4 37 
Other species 88 36 60 2 16 8 3 28 14 75 *332 
TOTAL 656 347 299 270 241 216 73 41  17  159 *2319  
E � ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list B • Both (ESA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II  3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
tAJt of these are from Appendix II populations 
*Has since been uplisted to Appendix II 
0Has since been uplisted to Appendix I 
#ttas since been delisted from CITES 









































Other than above 
Other than above 













Table 1 1  
1991 
Species Listed Under CITES 
Top Exporter Countries 
Zimbabwe S. Africa Tanzania Zambia Canada Botswana Namibia Mongolia Unknown Other TOTAL 
Top 15 Species 
Leopard (l,B) 139 35 66 43 21 8 *313 
Lion, African (2) 52 41 97 30 24 4 4 *253 
Baboon, Chacma (2) 126 67 4 9 17 19 2 *244 
Lechwe (2,1) 1 25 73 100 2 2 203 
Bear, Grizzly/Brown (V,B) 139 
Appendix I Population 2 
Appendix II Population 130 130 7 
Antelope, Sassaby (3) 48 17 10 5 1 16 
Hippopotamus (3)* 13 8 62 18 101 
Wolf, Gray (V) 81 3 tS4 
Zebra, Hartmann's Mountain (2,1) 8 15 50 *74 
Monkey, GreenfVeivet (2) 35 29 3 *69 
Argali (V) 34 30 t65 
Antelope, Roan (2)** 1 17 34 4 2 *59 
Antelope, Sitatunga (3) 4 6 1 1  29 51 
Elephant, African (l,T) 46 2 48 
Setval (2) 19  5 6 30 
Other Species 73 107 37 23 42 3 3 3 8 64 *364 
TOTAL 560 351 307 247 253 230 90 39 12 124 *2213 
E • ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list B • Both (ESA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 - CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
t All of these are from Append ix II populations 
'Has since been uplisted to Appendix II 
**Has since been delisted from CITES 



















Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
Antelope, Roan seized 4 Monkey, GreenfVervet 
Baboon, Chacma abandoned 1 Zebra, Hartmann's Mt 
Baboon, Chacma seized 2 Zebra, Hartmann's Mt 
Leopard seized 4 Other than above 
















Species Listed Under CITES 
Top Exporter Countries 
Canada Zimbabwe Zambia S. Africa Tanzania Botswana U.S.** U.S.S.R. Unknown Other TOTAL 
Top 15 Species 
Bear, American Black (3)tt 4295 153 *4448 
Lion, African (2) 78 54 59 73 45 4 *31 3  
Leopard (1,8) 151 66 29 48 IS 3 *312  
Lechwe (2,T) 132 30 86 248 
Antelope, Sassaby (3) 74 25 14 38 so 9 210 
Baboon, Chacma (2) 122 16 35 I 6 21 *201 
Bear, Grizzly/Brown (V,B) 121 7 50 *tt78 
Wolf, Gray (V) 95 3 2 1 1  t1 1 1  
Elephant, African (1 ,T) 77 8 12 98 
Hippopotamus (3)* 39 34 6 1 1  4 94 
Argali (V,8) 54 34 t88 
Antelope, Roan (2)** 8 42 21 4 75 
Antelope, Sitatunga (3) 24 18  8 23 1 74 
Duiker, Blue (2) 7 25 23 56 
Puma, Western (2) 42 2 s *49 
Other Species 43 95 37 139 35 3 2 s 3 1 13 *476 
TOTAL 4596 645 437 363 236 228 167 1 1 1  3 246 *7032 
E • ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list 8 • Both (ESA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V • Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
**See Data Analysis Section 
tA11 of these are from Appendix II populations 
ttr.isted in Appendix III as of 3/92 CITES meeting. Has since been uplisted to Appendices I and II 
*Has since been uplisted to Appendix II 
**Has since been delisted from CITES 













Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
Baboon, Chacma 
Baboon, Chacma 















Other than above 














Species Listed Under CITES 
Top Exporter Countries 
Botswana Canada Zimbabwe S. Africa Ta111.ania Zambia Namibia Ethiopia Unknown Other TOTAL 
Top 15 Species 
Porcupine, Crested (3) 8002 10 10 s 3 3 8034 
Bear, American Black (3) tt 6295 9 *6304 
Hippopotamus (3)* 219 203 21 32 3 1 480 
Elephant, African (1,T) 335 30 4 20 23 4 416 
Leopard (1,B) 15 169 31 86 36 4 1 4 *346 
Baboon, Chacma (2) 22 136 68 1 1  18 10 3 1 2 27 1 
Lion, African (2) 39 2 49 43 102 23 4 4 *266 
Lechwe (2,1) 94 2 71 2 55 4 *229 
Bear, Grizzly/Brown (V,B) 1 1 1  so *t161 
Wolf, Gray (V) 157 2 t159 
Antelope, Sassaby (3) 38 66 16 19 1 1  3 3 156 
Bontebok (2,E) 99 *100 
Monkey, GreenfVetvet (2) 2 13  56 6 3 80 
Lizard, Warren's Girdled (2) 79 79 
Tegu, Red (2) 72 72 
Other Species 24 86 101 185 74 47 51 62 10 160 800 
TOTAL 8237 6651 1 179 812 324 222 87 84 36 321 17953 
E • ESA Endangered list T • ESA Threatened list B • Both (ESA listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
1 • CITES Appendix I 2 • CITES Appendix II 3 • CITES Appendix III V - Varies (CITES listing varies, depending on location/subspecies) 
*some or all not cleared for importation by FWS. See list below. 
tAll of these are from Appendix II populations 
ffHas since been uplisted to Appendices I and II. 
*Has since been uplisted to Appendix II 














Trophies Not Cleared by FWS for Importation 
1 Bear, American Black 
3 Bear, American Black 
2 Bear, American Black 
1 Bear, Grizzly/Brown 













1 1  Leopard 
1 Lion, African , 
1 Other than above 
3 Other than above 
24 Other than above 
1 Other than above 
39 
% 
98.6 
0.3 
1 .2 
0 
0 
100 
re-exported 
seized 
re-exported 
abandoned 
re-exported 
seized 
status unknown 
